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Need for alternative options

The valley areas of Manipur including the state capital which
constitute a meagre 10 percent of the total area of the state
have the unique and unenviable distinction of sheltering almost
90 percent of the entire population of Manipur. The resulting
increase in pressure for land, food and amenities can only
escalate further, and while the population in the state has been
crying for amendments and reforms in the land use policies
which will allow settlers to own and utilize land in the hills
whereby vast areas of still unutilized wastelands and forests
will be sustainably tapped and developed to generate economic
benefits in a sustainable manner, the unrelenting pace of
progress have magnified the pressure with demands for land
and resources which are already stretched to the limit. The
situation is not peculiar to Manipur only, as almost every
landlocked and hilly region everywhere is struggling with the
same dilemma for ages. The present turmoil in the state caused
by the prolonged indefinite economic blockade called by the
UNC is perhaps the most vivid manifestation of the actual need
to draw up a pragmatic and realistic roadmap to ease the
transition from the archaic decrees and declarations of
preventing valley dwellers from owning and utilizing the hill areas
so that the people and the myriad communities can embrace
the inevitable change which is bound to happen, either through
confrontations or consultations. What one also finds worrisome,
however is the abrupt and hasty acquisition of lands for various
development projects in Manipur which are more of ‘Pride
Projects’ rather than practically implemented and well-
maintained efforts. While it may be argued that there is an
increasing lack of options or “alternative options”, given the
shrinking availability of alternative land for taking up these
vital development projects which are aimed at uplifting the
standard of life of the public, there remains the fact that there
are still yet to be developed patches of unutilized spaces which
might have served the very purpose better while leaving these
fertile lands for producing food. While the spontaneity and
positivity of the intent deserves commendation, it also indicates
the lack of a long term vision and concern for the common man.
Also, while lands and resources for various developmental
projects are allocated with alacrity, the progress and
workmanship of these projects leaves much to be desired. Ina
state as ours where moving a file, opening a door or even
initiating a communication requires financial considerations,
every and any so called public development work is destined to
fail, only for the very simple reason that there is still no
mechanism in place to ensure its speedy and successful
implementation. The government, in all its collective wisdom,
would fare much better if and when it adopts a radical approach
which emphasizes on the actual implementation and completion
rather than on planning and inaugurating projects and schemes.
And while the collective think tank of the elected representatives
are at it, the most important aspect of bringing about the
inevitable radical change in land holding laws should be given
the greatest priority if the continuity of the state as a distinct
entity is to be ensured.

Would pass women quota bill when wi
have majority in RS: Wenkaiah Naidu

Amaravati, Feb. 10: The NDA this regard,” he said.

government would pass the long-Noting that gender inequality wasterrorism. C
pending legislation providing 33 having a serious impact on‘Though US, UK, France and otherstactics.
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SC declines gent hearing on Plhgainst Sasikala

PTI of Sasikala agamil Nadu chief to cyclone, demonetisation ancElavarasi, was booked under
New Delhi, Feb 10:The Supreme minister as there was speculatiordeath of Jayalalithaa. various sections of the Prevention
Court today refused to give anthat she would be taking the oathThe petitioner has claimed that irof CorruptionAct and IPC for
urgent hearing on a PIL seeking tothe next day case the appeal against heallegedly amassing wealth
restrainAIADMK leader V K  The petitioner has sought a restrairacquittal results in conviction, thedisproportionate to their known
Sasikala from being sworn in ason her swearing-in after an apexAlIADMK workers may once again sources of income in 1997.

Tamil Nadu chief minister till it court bench had on February 6 saigrotest and disturb normal life inThe trial of the case was shifted by
decides the disproportionate assetthat it would pronounce within a Tamil Nadu. the Supreme Court to Bengaluru on
case against her week the judgement in a 19-year-He has said that he filed the pleaia petition filed by a DMK leader
“Sorry. Declined,” a bench old disproportionate assets case ithe interest of the people ®&mil and the court there had convicted
comprising Chief Justice J S Khehawhich Sasikala and late CM JNadu and for maintenance of peacthem on September 27, 2014.

and justices N V Ramana and D YJayalalithaa were accused. in the state. However the Karnataka High Court
Chandrachud said when the lawyeKKumar has sought a stay onAfter Jayalalithaa passed away ohad reversed the special cosrt’
sought urgent listing and hearing. Sasikalas swearing-in contending December 5, 2016, Sasikala, whgudgment on May 11, 2015. The
Advocate G S Mani, who is thatif she was convicted and forcedvas her shadow for nearly thre&arnataka government had filed an
representing Chennai-residentto resign, there could be adecades, was made Generappeal against it in the Supreme
Senthil KumarGeneral Secretary of “possibility of riots erupting all over Secretary of AIADMK on Court.

NGO Satta Panchayat lyakkam,Tamil Nadu”. December 29 and elected as th€he apex court had last year
pleaded that the matter be heard oile has said the law and order_eader of the Legislature Party orbefore the demise of Jayalalithaa,
urgent basis. situation may worsen in such anFebruary 5. reserved its verdict on a batch of
The PIL was filed on February 6 eventuality as the state is alreadylayalalitha, along with her aidegpetitions challenging the
seeking a stay on the swearing-irfacing a “desperate situation” dueSasikala, V N Sudhakaran and Karnataka HC order

Row over food: HC to hear plea of BSF javeanife to trace him

PTI few days, so the court should lookHigh Court seeking a direction toand his family are claiming that the
New Delhi, Feb 10The Delhi High into the issue. the government to depute highesoldier is untraceable and that they
today agreed to give an urgentAccepting the wency the bench officers to supervise cooking ofhave not been able to reach him.
hearing on a habeas corpus pleaaid, “All right it (the petition) will proper healthy food and itsShe has sought a high-level inquiry
filed by the wife of a BSF jawan, who be heard today”. distribution. into his disappearance as well as the
had posted video on social mediaradav had on January 9 posted k& sought a status report regardingecent rejection of his plea for
alleging that poor quality food wasvideo on Facebook which showedhe quality of food served to voluntary retirement.

being served to soldiers. a meal box comprising a waterysoldiers along the LoC. Yadavs wife Sharmila, through her
The woman has claimed that hessoup-like dal, which he said hadThe high court had issued noticecounsel, told the court that she and
husband,Tej BahadurYaday is only turmeric and salt and a burnbn the petition to various her elder brother had met the BSF
untraceable and the family has beeshapatti. paramilitary forces, including the director general who had assured
unable to contact him for last threeHe had said this is what jawans werBorder Security Force (BSF),them that a “fair inquiry as per
days. served at mealtime on duty at placeseeking their stand on the allegatioprocedure” will be conducted in the
The plea for urgent hearing wasincluding the Line of Control (LoC) of poor quality food being servedcase.

mentioned before a bench ofwith Pakistan and that they ofterto the troops. The counsel also said that the BSF
justices B DAhmed andAshutosh went to bed on empty stomach. It had also directed BSF to producdG told them that the jawan was
Kumar, who listed it for hearing this Pursuant to the video going viralbefore it the investigation reporthospitalised.

afternoon. on the social media, the Primeand the steps taken with regard t&arlier BSF had said thatadavs
Advocate Manish Tewari, Minister's Office had sought a the allegations levelled by the BSFplea under th¥oluntary Retirement
appearing for the jawas'wife, detailed factual report on it from thejawan. Scheme (VRS) was cancelled as a
submitted that the soldier Union Home Ministry and BSF Now, less than a month after the PILCourt of Inquiry (Col) was pending
whereabouts are not known for lastA PIL was also filed in the Delhi was filed,Yadavs wife, Sharmila, against him.

China created ill-will with India by sporting Pak terrorism:
Defence expert on Masoédhar

China, Feb. 10:A day after India development and peace,” DSThe way Chinais proceeding thesdeM chief.

issue a demarche to China oveGrewal toldANI. days it is dangerous for its own“The proposal wasn't moved by
blocking the proposal to designateAsserting that the insistence ofcountry” he added. India but by three UNSC members
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) chiefChina to sport Pakistan terrorismindia has issued a demarche t&S, UK and France. It was classic

B1asoodAzhar as a global terrorist, is against the universal peaceChina for blocking the US-backedcounter-terror proposal meant to

defence expert DS Grewal said Chin@rewal added the neighbourproposal to ban Pathankotproscribe Masood\zhar,” MEA
has created an ill-will between twocountry must understand thatmastermindAzhar and designate official spokespersoviikas Swarup
countries by sporting Pakistanindia is also powerful and cannothim as the global citizen in the UNtold the media.

be cower down by such pressuresecurity council. The MEA also confirmed that the
Refuting Chinas stand that India matter has been taken up by both

per cent reservation for women ineconomic developmenienkaiah were vehemently asking for it, China“China does not even considerand Pakistan should talk to eaclChinese embassy in New Delhi and
Parliament and state legislaturesaid focus should be on gendewas consistent of not passing thé\zhar as the global terrorist whoother over Masoodzhar issue, the in the foreign office in Beijing by

“once we get majority in Rajya empowerment to end inequalitiesresolution which has created an ill-has been behind the Mumbai andMinistry of ExternalAffairs (MEA)
Urban “On a scale of 0-1 in genderwill between two countries and as éathankot attacks where lots ofon Thursday said the jointdemarches have been served in the

Sabha”, Union

the Indian embassy and that

Development Minister Wenkaiah inequality index, India ranked 0.54.result demarche has been issued Bives of national and international proposal by India, U.S., UK andsame.

Naidu announced here today

Gender inequality is having alndiato ChinaTwo countries have citizens were lost. It is a greatFrance was a classic counterOn January 19, China once again

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi serious impact on economicto survive together for betterdamage to the peace of the worldterrorism proposal to proscribe theblocked the proposal to proscrienar

has this in mind and the day isdevelopment and it has become &
not is far when Parliament will pressing concern across the world.
pass the law providing womenHence, there is a global demand for
reservation through consensuswomen empowerment,” the Union PTl

Once we (NDA) get majority in Minister said.

Rajya Sabha, we will get the Bill The three-day NationaMomens
passed, " Naidu said, addressinParliament, being organised byAf-Pak border region even as thecommunicate with them.

ISIS continues to recruit frodf-Pak border region: UN report

Muhammed Rabi al-Zawahiri is notnot appear to hamper its ambitionthemselves as loyal fd-Qaida in
United Nations, Feb 10The ISIS sending people or money towith Member States noting that itthe Indian Subcontinent have
continues to recruit from the restiveaffiliates and finds it very hard toappears to be well equipped and us¢aken on a more active supporting
military-grade explosives for role in Afghanistan forTaliban

the NationaWomens Parliament Andhra Pradesh Legislative terror outfitis struggling financially “While theAl-Qaida core knows that improvised explosive device attacksgroups.”

here today

“A mere Bill is not sufficient. What ‘Empowering  Women

is needed is political will and Strengthening Democracy’, beganThe 19th report of thénalytical

Assembly with the theme of in Afghanistan and has resorted tat cannot leave the area, it remains Kabul,” it said.

Fighters loyal to al-Qaeda-affiliated
extortion, according to a UN report.hopeful that theTaliban will be The report, howeveradded that groups, including Lashkar-e-
successful and that it camduring the past 12 months, theTayyiba andTehrik-e Taliban

administrative skill. Political today in the state capital of Supportand Sanctions Monitoring'piggyback’ on that success,” itgroup had lost a considerablePakistan, who had relocated into

parties should show conviction in Amaravati.
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Team about the terror group wasaid. amount of territory in easternAfghanistan, continue to fight
submitted to the Security CouncilThe report said that ISIS isAfghanistan and its ability to take within Taliban groups, it said.
Sanctions Committee this week. struggling financially in and hold territory was also affectedA member state reported that the
The report noted that a UN Memberfghanistan, where it has resortedhy clashes withTaliban fighters outfit Harakat-ul Jihad Islami was
State reported that ISIS had arountb extortion of the local populationcompeting for local influence, active in areas bordering
2,000 to 3,500 fighters overall inand has had to stop paying itespecially for resources, fundingBangladesh and that it cooperated
Afghanistan but that number hadighters at times but the lack of fundsind manpower with al-Qaeda in the Indian
not fallen significantly despite has notimpacted its ambition. It added that al-Qaeda fighters an®Gubcontinent and Lashkar-e-
heavy losses sustained in 2016. “Nonetheless, the lack of fundses in particular “cells identifying Tayyiba within the region.
“ISIL (also known as ISIS)
continues to be able to recruit from i i ifi e i i i
the Afghanistan/Pakistan boragr Surajkund Crafts Mela sees significant participation of foreign nations
region, and the increasing refugeeANI products and get commercial benefitVe put up diferent kinds of shops
population inAfghanistan may| Surajkund, Feb.10: This years outofit,” said Jiten Bora of tessam  and exhibitions at different places like
provide a fertile recruitment group. annual Surajkund Mela saw thestall. trade fairs etcWe, as traders, make
ISIL was aware of that possibility | significant presence and participationThe fair was upgraded to anmoney and earn good business in all
the report said. of a number of foreign countries.  international level in 2013. This yearthese places, but this Surajkund Mela
Member States also confirmed thafThe fair showcase the richness ofnore than 20 countries participateds very different from others. The
ISIS leader inAfghanistan Hafiz| handicrafts, handlooms andin the fair including various SAARC Indian government has invited us, we
Saeed Khan had been killed by anraditions of India as well. and European countries. come here as guests, and the kind of
air strike in July 2016. Khan was not‘Because of the Surajkund Mela, weFromAfghanistan, Ishad@imorzada respect we are receiving from people
listed as a terrorist under the UN| gota platform to showcase our culturdroughtAfghani carpets. He has beenover here is tremendous”.
“Al-Qaida core leaders in the regianthrough handicrafts, arts and fooda regular at the Surajkund Mela forwith over 1,000 stalls, the popular fair
had been decimated over the pasill Indian states and severalthe past four years and loves doindnas witnessed over a million footfalls
nine years and reduced to acting|asountries participated in the faBo, business in India. this year including thousands of
figureheads. it was a great chance for us tdshaq said, “W travel all around the foreigners.Several countries like
The Al-Qaida leader Aiman | showcase our traditional clothes anavorld and to different cities of India. Egypt, Uzbekistan,
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